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How to use this guide

The arch of the leaves. The color of the tips. The weight
of the pot. The appearance of new plantlets. Good care
begins by noticing what changed before deciding what
to do.

THE ONE-CHANGE RULE

Change one condition.
Record what happened. Give
the plant time to answer.

OPENING NOTE 02
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Plant profile

Spider plant is a clump-forming perennial with arching
strap-shaped leaves. Slender flowering stems extend
beyond the foliage and can carry small white flowers

followed by young plantlets.




02 / FOUNDATION

Care at a glance

LIGHT

HUMIDITY

SOIL

Medium to bright indirect light
supports dense growth and
plantlets. Protect the leaves from
harsh direct sun.

Average household humidity
usually works. Dry air can
contribute to brown tips, but
saturated soil is the greater risk.

Use a general-purpose, well-
drained indoor mix in a container
with drainage holes.

THE RELIABLE DEFAULT

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Bright, lightly shaded, evenly
tended, and observed. Spider
plant is adaptable, but its
leaf tips and growth still
record the care it receives.

WATER

WARMTH

UPKEEP

Allow the mix to dry slightly, then
water thoroughly and let excess
drain. Do not keep the roots
continuously wet.

Cool to average indoor
temperatures suit it. Protect the
plant from frost, cold glass, and
drying heat.

Trim fully brown tips or damaged
leaves cleanly, and remove
spent flowering stems when
they decline.

Let the surface dry slightly, then water thoroughly and empty the saucer or

outer pot.

CARE AT A GLANCE
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Light

Window direction is only the beginning. Trees, buildings,
season, curtains, and distance all change the light that
reaches a leaf.

TOO INTENSE USEFUL RANGE

Pale, bleached, or scorched areas after exposure Medium to bright filtered daylight that keeps

to strong direct sun. variegation clear without scorching the leaves.
TOO DIM ADJUST SLOWLY

Slower growth, sparse plantlets, weaker Move the plant in stages. Sudden changes can
variegation, or a clump leaning toward the window. burn or stress established leaves.

WATCH THE WHITE STRIPES

Variegated leaves make light stress easier to see. Protect pale tissue from strong sun and
move the plant gradually when changing locations.

LIGHT
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Placement

Give the arching leaves and runners room to hang
without rubbing against glass, heaters, or foot traffic.
Filter strong sun and adjust the location gradually.




05 / WATER

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Watering

The calendar should remind you to inspect the pot, not

instruct you to pour.

Water the whole root zone, then let the container drain completely.

01

CHECK THE MIX

Feel below the surface and lift the pot. If
the mix still feels moist and the pot feels
heavy, wait.

WATER

02

WATER EVENLY

When the surface has dried slightly, wet
the mix across the pot instead of pouring in
one spot.

03

LET IT FINISH

Drain completely and empty any saucer or
decorative outer pot.
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06 /| ATMOSPHERE THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Humidit}] and Spider plant handles ordinary

indoor air, though very dry

temperature conditions can contribute to crisp

leaf tips.
GOOD RANGE Cool to average indoor temperatures are suitable. Keep the plant above 45°F (7°C) and
away from cold drafts or hot vents.
HUMIDITY Average household humidity is usually adequate. A humidifier can help in persistently

dry rooms, but do not compensate by keeping the mix wet.

WINTER Shorter days slow growth and water use. Check the mix rather than maintaining the
same summer watering interval.

SEPARATE AIR FROM SOIL

Humidity may affect the tips,
but extra water in the pot does
not raise room humidity safely.

HUMIDITY AND WARMTH 09
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Soil and fertilizer

The potting mix supports the crown while leaving a small gap below the rim.

POTTING MIX FERTILIZER
Choose a general-purpose potting soil or soilless indoor medium. Spider plant needs modest feeding. Follow the product label, or
Avoid dense garden soil and containers without drainage. use a diluted fertilizer occasionally during active growth; excess

fertilizer can reduce plantlets and contribute to brown tips.

SOIL AND FEEDING 10



08 /| ANATOMY

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Spider plant
anatomy

Numbered markers correspond to the definitions at right.

ANATOMY

@ LEAF BLADE

The arching, strap-shaped
photosynthetic surface.

@ CENTRAL STRIPE

The pale lengthwise band typical of the
cultivar shown.

@ BASAL ROSETTE

The crown where arching leaves emerge in a
dense cluster.

@ FLOWERING STEM

A slender arching stem that bears small flowers
and later plantlets.

@ PLANTLET

A young rosette that develops along the
flowering stem and can form roots.

@ FLESHY ROOTS

Thickened pale roots that store water alongside
finer absorbing roots.

11



09 / LEAF CARE THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Leaf tips and cleanup

READ THE PATTERN

One brown tip may be old damage. Many new
brown tips suggest a repeated issue such as
dryness, salts, or water quality.

TRIM CONSERVATIVELY
Use clean scissors to remove only dead brown
tissue, following the natural leaf shape without
cutting into green tissue.

REMOVE FAILED LEAVES

Cut a fully yellow or badly damaged leaf near the
base. Do not shorten healthy leaves simply to
make the clump even.

CLEAN WITHOUT COATING
Rinse dust gently or wipe leaves with plain water.
Skip commercial leaf-shine products.

A TRIM IS COSMETIC

Removing the brown portion improves appearance but does
not correct the cause. Review moisture, fertilizer, room
dryness, and water quality.

LEAF CARE 12



10 / TROUBLESHOOT

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Troubleshooting

Check the pattern, the root zone, and the recent change before

reaching for a remedy.

WHAT YOU SEE

Brown leaf tips

Pale or scorched
leaves

Yellowing and
soft growth

Few plantlets

Scale or
cottony pests

WHAT TO INSPECT

Dry air, prolonged dryness, accumulated fertilizer
salts, or sensitivity to tap-water chemicals.

Strong direct sun, especially after a sudden move to
a brighter window.

Persistently wet mix, blocked drainage, cold
conditions, or declining roots.

Low light, heavy feeding, an immature plant, or a
recent change in growing conditions.

Leaf bases, undersides, and runners for scale
insects or mealybug clusters.

FIRST RESPONSE

Review the pattern and recent care. Correct one
likely cause before trimming dead tissue.

Move back from the glass or filter the light, then
allow new growth to show the response.

Pause watering and inspect the pot and roots
before adding fertilizer or more moisture.

Provide steady medium-to-bright indirect light and
avoid pushing growth with extra fertilizer.

Separate the plant, confirm the pest, and follow a
labeled treatment.

DO NOT STACK REMEDIES

Extra water, fertilizer, repotting, homemade pesticide, and a new location applied together can increase stress
and erase the evidence. Change one condition at a time unless roots are actively failing.

TROUBLESHOOTING
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11 / REPOTTING

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Repotting

Fleshy roots can fill a container quickly even while the foliage looks comfortable.

01

PREPARE

Choose a draining pot one size
larger and prepare fresh mix.

WHEN TO ACT

02

INSPECT

Look before teasing. Healthy
storage roots are firm and pale, not
soft or foul-smelling.

SET
Keep the crown at its original depth

and spread only roots that loosen
without force.

04

SETTLE

Backfill gently, water once, drain,
and return to stable light.

A slightly snug pot can support plantlet production, but severely crowded roots, distorted containers, or mix that no longer accepts
water are signals to act. Move up one pot size or divide the clump. Active rot or blocked drainage should not wait for spring.

REPOTTING
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12 /| PROPAGATION THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Propagation

Plantlets are ready-made young rosettes. Root one while it remains
attached to the mother plant, then cut the runner after roots establish.

Rooting an attached plantlet reduces stress while the young plant establishes.

01 02 03 04

CHOOSE SET ANCHOR SEPARATE

Select a healthy plantlet that has Place its base on moist soilless Hold the plantlet gently against the After roots form, cut the runner and

begun to form small aerial roots. medium in a small draining pot surface with bent wire if needed. care for the young plant on its own.
beside the mother plant. Keep the crown above the mix.

PROPAGATION 15



13 /| SEASONAL RHYTHM THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Seasonal care Indoor seasons are shaped by

daylight, heating, cooling, and
windows. The plant's pace
remains the primary signal.

OBSERVE SPRING SUMMER AUTUMN WINTER
LIGHT Increase light gradually. Filter strong sun. Watch shorter days. Use the brightest safe place.
WATER Growth and drying may Check moisture more often. Intervals may widen. Confirm dryness first.
accelerate.
FEED Begin with growth. Continue at label rate. Reduce as growth slows. Pause if inactive.
PROJECTS Repot, divide, or root Watch runners and brown Remove tired stems and Stabilize warmth.
plantlets. tips. inspect pests.

THE USEFUL SCHEDULE

Schedule observations. Let the
observations determine the care.

SEASONAL RHYTHM 16
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Pet safety

The ASPCA lists spider plant as non-toxic to cats and dogs.

PRACTICAL PRECAUTIONS WHAT TO DO

Non-toxic does not mean every exposure is
harmless. Contact your veterinarian if a pet
them down. develops persistent symptoms, eats potting
materials, or may have contacted fertilizer
or pesticide.

Place hanging baskets where pets cannot pull

Redirect repeated chewing to protect both pet
and plant.

ASPCA ANIMAL POISON CONTROL
Collect fallen plantlets and trimmed

leaves promptly. (888) 426—4435

A consultation fee may apply.

Keep fertilizers, pesticides, and potting
materials secured.

The non-toxic classification applies to the plant itself. Products used on the plant and materials in the container require their own safety precautions.

PET SAFETY 17



15/ OBSERVATION LOG

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Observation log: before a change

Use one page for one care decision. Print extra copies of pages 18-19 whenever you

need them.

PLANT NAME OR IDENTIFYING NOTE

DATE

LOCATION AND WINDOW DIRECTION

WHAT | OBSERVED

POTTING MIX BEFORE WATERING

[]wWet []Moist [] Dryatsurface

ONE ACTION | TOOK

[] Dry deeper

[ ] Not checked

OBSERVATION LOG

18



15/ OBSERVATION LOG

THE SPIDER PLANT GUIDE

Observation log: follow-up

Return after enough time has passed to notice a meaningful response. Avoid adding a second

change too quickly.

FOLLOW-UP DATE

WHAT CHANGED NEXT

DAYS SINCE THE CHANGE

WHAT STAYED THE SAME

MY NEXT OBSERVATION DATE AND WHY

[ ] Continue [ | Reassess [ | Seek expert help

OBSERVATION LOG

[ ] No further action

19



Continue observing

Keep the guide. Reprint the log. Let observation
become the routine.

THEURBANSPROUT.COM
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